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Europe supports innovation

e 2010: European Innovation Partnerships want to speed up
iInnovation through cooperation and linking existing policies and
Instruments

e EIP "Agricultural productivity and sustainability' launched in

2012: "more and better from less", "ideas put into practice with
success", impact by end-users becoming "actors" and motivated

e The EIP-AGRI applies an overarching concept based on the
Interactive innovation model (applied in RD Operational Groups
and H2020 Multi-Actor projects):

Collaboration between various actors to make best use of
complementary types of knowledge (scientific, practical,
organisational, etc) in view of co-creation and diffusion of
solutions/opportunities ready to implement in practice

e EU wide EIP network linking actors: communication, partnering,
dissemination, knowledge flows and collecting practice needs:
EIP-AGRI
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We need to network

European
Commission
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How & where can you get involved in the EIP?

EIP-AGRI networking activities at EU level:
e Workshops (1 meeting, 80 p)
e Seminars (1 meeting, 150 p)

e Focus groups collecting information and ideas (2 meetings — 20
actors)

Horizon 2020 — EU research and innovation projects:
e European multi-actor "research" projects (2- 10 mio € projects)
e Thematic networks: "coordination" actions (2 mio € projects)

Rural Development Programmes:
e Operational groups (setting-up and projects from 30K till 2000K)
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H2020 Thematic networks :
Compiling knowledge ready for practice

Partners should summarise, share and present existing scientific
knowledge & best practices that are not sufficiently known (and
applied) by practitioners

Projects involving all actors relevant for the chose theme (e.g.
researchers, farmers, advisors, enterprises, education, NGOs,
administration, regulatory bodies, EIP project groups...)

Themes must focus on the most urgent needs of agricultural or
forestry production sectors,

Themes to be chosen bottom-up, contributing to a more competitive
sustainable agriculture and forestry

[This focus on primary production’s needs can be linked to products or
sectors, e.g. arable crops, fruit, vegetables, pig, sheep...etc) or a broad
range of cross-cutting subjects, e.g. energy, precision farming,
iImplementation approaches of a directive, short supply chains,...etc]




CONTENT: What info is to be shared through the
EIP common format for practitioners?

e Short and easily understandable title (one key sentence, max

150 char.)

Short summaries in easily understandable language (max
1500 char.) ='practice abstracts’:

e What problem will the knowledge generated solve for the
end-user? What will be the main benefits to the
practitioner?

e Main outcome/recommendation (2-3 main results)

Contact data: Project coordinator (+ address, e-mail,
telephone), text editor, project partners (+ address, e-mail,
telephone), geographical location, project period, funding
source & budget, link to project website and to a website
where info stays long-term available
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An example of a practice abstract from Fertinnowa

Application of zeolite to reduce nitrates concentration in growing media and soil

Areas like the Albenga plain in Liguria Region (ltaly) are classified as “areas vulnerable to
nitrates” and are under specific legislation to limit nitrate contamination of superficial and deep
water bodies.

The addition of zeolite to the source of nitrogen can improve the nitrogen use efficiency and
reduce the environmental impact caused by nitrates leaching. Thanks to the specific atomic
structure of clinoptilolite (a kind of zeolite) nitrifying bacteria are stopped from entering the
tiny pores of the clinoptilolite. The ammonium is held internally on the cation-exchange sites
and is not likely to be leached out easily as water passes through. As a consequence,
nitrification and thus nitrate leaching is reduced. Secondly, zeolites improve nitrogen use
efficiency because they act as a medium that slowly releases fertilisers.

Trials in the Albenga area have demonstrated that the addition of zeolite to the soil substrate
both in open field (vegetables) and in greenhouse (ornamentals) lead to a reduction of nitrates
concentration in the substrate.

For the best result, add clinoptilolite at a rate of 3% weight/weight when preparing the
substrate for crop cultivation:

 for potted plants: mixed in the peat based substrate (normally added with slow release
fertiliser);

= for open field cultivation: mixed in the first 20-30 cm of soil through tillage.
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Farm advisors'/innovation support services "coaching" role in
interactive innovation processes:

Capture practice needs

Broker to set up interactive innovation projects
Facilitate interactive innovation projects
Disseminate newly generated knowledge

s S ? SCAR

Standing Committee
on Agricultural Research
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Videostreamed presentation on Multi-actor approach and

Thematic Networks in call 2016: (from 0:53:00 till 01:47:00)
https://scic.ec.europa.eu/Zstreaming/workshop-on-multi-actor-
approach-and-thematic-networks-under-horizon-2020

Basic info + questions & answers

Workshop "Interactive innovation
INn motion: multi-actor projects
and thematic networks under
Horizon 2020" 24/11/2015:

Event page:
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2
020/en/news/interactive-innovation-
motion-multi-actor-projects-and-thematic-
networks-under-horizon-2020

European
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Innovation is: an idea put into
practice with success !

Engage in a better connected
European AKIS:

. To an
- ,Agriculture of Knowledge* .....

Thank you for your attention!
Inge.Van-Oost@ec.europa.eu

WWwWW.eip-agri.eu



http://www.eip-agri.eu/
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